OF THE 


AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 


Vou. JANUARY—JULY, 1851. No. 46. 


Stated Meeting, January 
Present, fifteen members. 
Dr. President, the Chair. 


Dr. Joseph Leidy, newly elected member, was introduced 
and took his seat. 

The judges and clerks the election held this day, reported 
the election the following 


President. 
Dr. Robert Patterson. 


Vice- Presidents. 
Dr. Franklin Bache, 
Alexander Bache, 
Hon. John Kane. 


Secretaries. 
Dr. Robley Dunglison, 
John Frazer, 
Charles Trego, 
Otis Kendall. 


Members the Council for Three Years. 


Clement Biddle, 
George Justice, 
Frederick Fraley, 
Henry Reed. 


Curators. 


Franklin Peale, 
John Cresson, 
Fisher Longstreth. 


Treasurer. 


Benjamin Richards. 
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letter was read from Lieut. Col. Graham, dated 
Washington, 20th September, 1850, stating that his diploma 
membership the American Philosophical Society, had 
been destroyed fire, and asking that the same might re- 
newed under the authority the Society: whereupon the offi- 
cers the Society were authorized give Lieut. Col. Gra- 
ham, attested copy his diploma membership. 

The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


The Documentary History the State New York. Arranged 
under the direction the Hon. Christopher Morgan, Secretary 
4to.—From the Trustees the New York State Library. 

The American Journal Science and Arts. Second Series. Vol. 
XI. January, 1851. New Haven. the 
Editors, Professors Silliman and Dana. 

Song the Sea Shells, and other Poems. Thomas 
ladelphia, 1850. the Author. 

The Silent Influence the Bible: Discourse delivered before the 
Bible Society Pennsylvania College and Theological Seminary, 
Gettysburg, Pa. Rev. Joseph Few Smith, Professor Sa- 
cred Rhetoric and Pastoral Theology, Auburn, 
burg, 1851. Professor Stoever. 

Collection Pamphlets (32 number) various subjects dif- 

ferent Ingraham, Esq. 


Mr. Fisher Longstreth offered for the Transactions 
the Society, memoir “On the Accuracy the Tabular Longi- 
tudes the Moon, obtained the construction New 
Lunar which was motion referred Committee, 
consisting Professors Kendall and Frazer and Mr. Downes. 

Dr. Leidy offered for the transactions the Society, me- 
moir “On the organization the genus Gregarina Du- 
which was motion referred Committee, consist- 
ing Dr. Morton, Mr. Lea, and Dr. Hays. 

Mr. Cresson the attention the Society the 
fluctuations the barometer, which had recently occurred. 
had observed the 23d December, fall 0.8 inch 
the course twelve hours. The day was very windy, and 
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Mr. endeavoured roughly ascertain the velocity the 
wind parachutes, and found about sixty feet per 
second. 

Mr. Justice referred the case related person, partially 
drowned, which the circumstances the person’s life pass- 
rapidly and vividly through his memory. Mr. 
cently met with similar case, which the patient, without 
knowledge the former incident, described the same effect 
having occurred him. 

Mr. Trego, for Mr. Bois, made the following statement 
remarkably large specimen gold from Califor- 
nia:— 


The largest lump gold quartz, which, affirmed, has 
yet been found California, was brought the Assay Office the 
Mint the United States, few days since, valued without 
being destroyed. Mr. Eckfeldt, the principal assayer the mint, 
found its weight ounces troy, the fineness the gold 
902 thousandths, the specific gravity the lump 7.99. Assuming 
2.6 the average specific gravity ferruginous quartz, and taking 
the known specific gravity gold the above fineness, when alloy- 
with silver, 17.93, follows that the lump was composed 
209.48 pure gold, and 56.02 oz. stone: the consequent mint 
value was $3906. The gold reputed have been found dry 
diggings, not far from Tuolumne river, two Mexicans, belonging 
the possession Messrs. Ludlow, bullion brokers, Third street, 
where may seen. 


There not being sufficient quorum for the amendment 
the laws the Society, the subject was necessarily postponed. 
Pending nominations were read. 
The following resolutions, offered Mr. Justice, were read, 
considered and agreed 


Resolved, That the sum three hundred dollars paid the 
Librarian, addition the amount provided for the laws the 
Society, for his services during the present year; for which ex- 
tra compensation, shall continue arrange and make complete 
the catalogue our library, now progress; prepare and forward 
the Proceedings our correspondents, and generally transact all 


business which custom addition our laws has heretofore required, 
and may have rendered. 

Resolved, That the increased labour required our Librarian, 
consequence the extensive correspondence the Society, the re- 
ceiving and transmitting parcels, the daily attendance the rooms 
required our members, answer their demands for books, toge- 
ther with the continually increasing applications for the use manu- 
scripts and other books strangers and citizens, well other 
services expected him, not originally contemplated his appoint- 
ment Librarian, render needful make some change our 

Resolved, That the whole subject committed the Officers and 
Council, with directions report thereon early meeting the 
Society. 


The Reporter laid before the No. the Pro- 
the Society. 


Stated January 17. 
Present, twenty-seven members. 
Dr. President, the Chair. 


Letters were 

From the Trustees the State Library New York, dated 
Albany, January 15th, 1851:— 

From the New Jersey Historical Society, dated Newark, 
January 15, 1851: and— 

From the Historical Society Pennsylvania, dated Phila- 
delphia, January 15th, 1851, respectively acknowledging the 
receipt No. the Proceedings this Society. 

The following donations were announced 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. 
November London 8vo.—From the Society. 

Proceedings the American Antiquarian Society, Boston, May 
29, and Worcester, Oct. 23, 1850. Worcester. 
the Society. 
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Fourth Annual Report the Regents the Smithsonian Institution 
the Senate and House Representatives, showing the operations, 
expenditures and condition the Institution during the year 
Washington, the Smithsonian Institution. 

The Boston Journal Natural History, containing Papers and Com- 
munications read before the Boston Society Natural History, 
and published their direction. Vol. VI. No. Boston, 1850. 
the Boston Society Natural History. 

The African Repository. No.1. January, 1851. 
Washington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

Historia Mejico, desde los primeros movimientos que prepararon 
Por Don Lucas Alaman. Tomo II. Mejico, 1850. 
the Author. 

Letter the Rev. John Bachman, D.D. the question Hybridity 
Animals, considered reference the Unity the Human 
Species. Samuel George Morton, Philadelphia and 
Edinburgh. Charleston, the Author. 

Additional Observations Hybridity Animals, and some col- 
lateral subjects; being Reply the Objections the Rev. John 
Bachman, D.D. Samuel George Morton, 
the same. 

Contributions Conchology, No. Prof. Adams, Am- 
herst College, Mass. New the Au- 
thor. 

The American Journal the Medical Sciences. Edited Isaac 
Hays, M.D. New Series. No. 
the Editor. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. No. 97. January, 1851. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Lea Blanchard. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. January, 
1851. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Skinner, Esq. Editor. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXI. No. 
January, 1851. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 


The Committee, whom was referred the memoir Mr. 
Fisher Longstreth, presented the last meeting, reported 
favour its publication the Transactions the Society, 
which was ordered accordingly. 

The Committee, whom was referred the communication 
Dr. Leidy, presented the last meeting, reported favour 
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its publication the Transactions the Society, which 
ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Trego announced the death Count Lasteyrie, 
member this Society, who died October, 1849, 
aged years. 

Dr. Leidy read paper Nematoidea imperfecta, supple- 
mental the paper presented him the last meeting, which 
was referred Committee consisting Mr. Lea, Dr. Hays, 
and Ruschenberger. 

motion, Mr. Charles Trego was appointed Librarian 
for the ensuing year. 

The following named gentlemen were appointed the 
standing committees the Society 

Finance—Mr. Lea (Chairman), Mr. Wagner, Mr. Fra- 
ley. 

the Kane (Chairman), Mr. Peale, Mr. 
Justice. 

the Library-—Dr. Hays (Chairman), Mr. Campbell, 
Mr. Ord. 

Publication—-Mr. Lea (Chairman), Dr. Hays, Mr. 
Fisher. 

The catalogue the surviving members the Society was 
read; from which appeared, that the number the list 
the January, 1851, was 349, whom there are resident 
the United States, 243, and foreign countries, 106. 

The Society then proceeded ballot for candidates for 
membership. 

motion, Chap Section 10, the Laws the Society 
was amended, read follows:— 


members reside within ten miles the Hall the So- 
ciety, and such others desire vote the meetings and elections, 
shall pay admission fee ten dollars, and annually thereafter 
contribution five dollars, from and after December, 1851.” 


The other business the meeting having been concluded, 
the ballot boxes were opened, and the following named gentle- 
men were declared duly elected members the 

Joun Towne, do. 


do. 

Dr. Tuomas do. 
Torren, do. 

Don Lucas ALAMAN, Mexico. 


Stated Meeting, February 
Present, fifteen members. 


Dr. Parrerson, President, the Chair. 


Messrs. Towne and Reynolds, recently elected 
members the Society, were presented, and took their seats. 

Letters were 

From John Towne, dated Philadelphia, 20th January; 
from Gould, Jr., dated Cambridge, January; from 


Reynolds, dated Philadelphia, 22d January; from Dr. 
Charles Wetherill, dated Philadelphia, 27th January; from 
Thomas Kirkbride, dated Pennsylvania Hospital for the In- 
sane, February; and from Stephen Colwell, dated 
delphia, 6th February, 1851, severally acknowledging receipt 

From the Corporation the University Cambridge, 
Mass., dated Harvard College, 9th January, 1851; and from 
the Connecticut Historical Society, dated Hartford, 5th Febru- 
ary, 1851, acknowledging the receipt Proceedings this 
Society: and— 

From Gould, Jr., dated Cambridge, February, 
1851, announcing the death Prof. Schumacher, Altona, 
member this Society, who died Altona the 28th De- 
cember last. 

The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Bulletin Société Géographie. Série. Tome XIII. 
Paris, 1850.—From the Geographical Society Paris. 
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Journal Asiatique. Série. Tome XV. Paris, 1850. 
From the Asiatic Society Paris. 

Annales des Mines. Quatriéme Serie. Tome 
1850. Paris. From the Engineers the Ecole 
des Mines. 

Mémoire sur Constitution Minéralogique Chimique des Roches 
des Vosges. Sur Pouvoir Magnétique des Roches Vitrifiées. 
Sur Porphyre Lessines Quenast (Belgique). Sur 
Variolite Durance. Par Delesse, des 
Mines. Pamphlets, 8vo.)—From the Author. 

The History the Boston with Biographical Notices 
its deceased Founders. Josiah Quincy. Cambridge, Mass., 
the Author. 

Report the Select Committee the Senate Pennsylvania; re- 
lation the Colonial Records this Commonwealth. 
burg, Benjamin Matthias, Esq. 

Catalogue the arranged according the Lamarckian 
System, contained the Collection John Jay, M.D. &c. 
&c. Fourth New York, 1850. 4to.—From John 
Jay, M.D. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. No. 98. Feb. 1851. 
Philadelphia. Lea Blanchard. 

The Plough, the Loom, and the Anvil. Vol. No. Feb. 1851. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Editor, Skinner, Esq. 
Morse’s Patent. Full Exposure Dr. Charles Jackson’s Preten- 
sions the Invention the American Electro-Magnetic Tele- 

graph. anonymous Donor. 


The Committee, whom was referred Dr. Leidy’s paper 
Nematoidea imperfecta, reported, recommending its pub- 
lication the Transactions the Society, which was ordered 
accordingly. 

Prof. Frazer announced the death John James Audubon, 
member this Society, the 27th January, 1851, aged 
years. 

motion, Prof. Kendall was requested prepare for the 
Society notice the labours Mr. Schumacher; and Dr. 
Ruschenberger was requested prepare notice 
Audubon. 

motion, the resolution 19th April, 1850, ordering the 
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publication Prof. Loomis’ paper the Longitude Hud- 
son (Ohio) Observatory, was rescinded, consequence the 
paper having already been published elsewhere Prof. Loo- 


mis. 


Stated Meeting, February 21. 
Present, twelve members. 
Dr. President, the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 

From Adolphus Hart, dated St. Louis, Missouri, 7th 
February, 1851, offering for sale number specimens 
Colonial Paper Money: and— 

From John Hill, M.D., dated Willimantic, Connecticut, 
17th February, 1851, requesting furnished with num- 
ber the Proceedings the Society, and with copy its 
Constitution and Laws. 


The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


The Quarterly Journal the Geological VJ. No. 24. 
November, 1850. London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. XI. No. 
December 13, 1850. London. the Society. 

Journal the Franklin Third Series. Vol. XXI. No. 
1851. Philadelphia. the Institute. 

Introductory Lecture, delivered the Opening the Thirty-first 
Session the Medical College Ohio, November 1850. 
John Bell, M.D., Professor the Institution. Cincinnati, 1850. 
8vo.—From the Author. 

Folio Volume the Works James Petiver, F.R.S., containing 
his Gazophylacium Nature Artis, and Museum Petiveriani 
with numerous engravings Animals, Fossils, and Vegetables. 
Published London, parts numbers, from the year 1695 
1713. Bound, and lettered the back, The Gift Sir 
Hans Sloane, Baronet, John Bartram, Col. 
Robert Carr. 

VOL. 
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The Herball, Generall Historie Plantes. Gathered John 
Gerarde, London, Master Chirurgerie. Imprinted Lon- 
don, John Norton, 1597. Folio.—From Benjamin Rich- 
ards, 

Thirtieth Annual Report the Board Direction the Mercantile 
Library Association, Clinton Hall, New York, January, 1851. 
New York. unknown. 


The minutes the meeting Officers and Council, held 
the 14th inst., were read. 

New nominations, from Nos. 242 247, inclusive, were 
read. 


Stated Meeting, March 


Present, seven members. 
Dr. President, the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 

From Vicomte Santarem, dated Paris, 12th Octo- 
ber, 1850, announcing donation the Society: and— 

From the Trustees the Boston dated Boston, 
9th January, 1851, acknowledging the receipt the Proceed- 
ings this Society, No. 45. 

The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Proceedings the Zoological Society London. Part XVII. 1849; 
and from January April, 1850. Together with the Reports 
the Council and Auditors the Zoological Society, read the 
Annual General Meeting, April 29, 1850. London. 8vo.—From 
the Zoological Society London. 

moyen-age, sur les Progrés Géographie les 
Grandes Decouvertes XVe. &c. Par Vicomte 
Santarem, des Académies des Sciences Lisbonne, Berlin, 
From the Author. 
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Annual Report the Trustees the State Library the State 
New York. Made the Legislature 10th February, 1851. Al- 
bany. 8vo.—From the Trustees the State Library. 

The American Journal Science and Arts. Second Series. No. 32. 
March, Haven. 8vo.—From Professors Silliman 
and Dana, Editors. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXVII. No. 1851. 
Washington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. No. 99. March, 1851. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Lea Blanchard. 

Analyses the Ashes certain Commercial Prof. 
Horsford, Harvard University. (American Journal Science 
and Arts, March, 1851.)—From the Author. 

Report the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, for the Year 
1850. Thomas Kirkbride, M.D., Physician the Insti- 
tution. Philadelphia, the Author. 


Pending nominations, from Nos. 242 247, and new nomi- 
nations, Nos. 248 and 249, were read. 

motion, was resolved that Dr. Bache, President 
the American Association for the Advancement Science, 
committee, the part this Society, take measures 
for procuring testimonial the part the men science 
America, the labours and merits the late Professor Schu- 
macher. 


Special Meeting, March 17. 
Present, five members. 
Dr. President, the Chair. 


that expedient for this Society 
memorialize the State Legislature, praying for the exemp- 
tion from taxation the property religious, charitable, lite- 
rary, and scientific associations; whereupon, memorial this 
effect was read, and ordered signed the President and 
Secretary, and sent the Speakers the Senate and House 


Representatives. 
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Stated Meeting, March 21. 
Present, fourteen members. 


Dr. Vice-President, the Chair. 


From Dr. Dallas Bache, Superintendent the United 
States Coast Survey, dated Washington, 27th December, 1850, 
announcing the transmission donation this Society, 
direction the Treasury Department. 

The following donations were announced 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Astronomical and Magnetical and made 
the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, the Year 1348, under 
the Direction George Biddell Airy, Esq., M.A., Astronomer 
Royal. Published Order the Board 
don, 1850. 4to.—From the Royal Society London. 

Observations made the Magnetical and Meteorological Observatory 
Hobarton, Van Diemen Island, and the Antarctic Naval 
Expedition. Printed Order Her Majesty’s Government, 
under the Superintendence Lieut. Col. Edward Sabine, 
Vol. commencing with 1841; with Abstracts the Observa- 
tions from 1841 1848, inclusive. London, 1850. 4to.—From 
the British Government. 

Coast Survey Maps: Cat and Ship Islands: Hyannis 
Harbour: Pasquotank River.—From the Treasury De- 
partment. 

Bibliotheca Firmiana, sive Thesaurus Librorum. Vols. 4to. Me- 
diolani, 1783.—From Dr. Turnbull. 

The Quarterly Journal the Chemica! Society. Vol. No. 12. 
London, Jan. the Society. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXVII. No. March 1851. Wash- 
ington. the American Colonization Society. 

the Velocity the Galvanic Current Telegraph Wires. 
Gould, Jour. Sci. and Arts, Jan. 1851.) New 
Haven. the Author. 

The Twenty-third Annual Report the Board Managers the 


House Refuge, with Appendix. Philadelphia, 1851.—From 
James Barclay, Esq. 

The Plough, the Loom, and the Anvil. Vol. March, 
1851. Philadelphia. Skinner, Esq., Editor. 


Mr. Lea made the following remarks communication 
from Professor Agassiz the Natural History Society Bos- 
ton:— 


the last number, just published, the Proceedings the Boston 
Society Natural History, Prof. Agassiz states that had been en- 
gaged the study the soft parts the American fresh water Mol- 
with the object some new characters which 
base accurate classification.” states that had found, 
that addition the two muscular impressions the shell 
described, there are generally two more produced muscular 
fibres springing from the foot, which impressions, some species, 
are confluent, others more less distinct.” 

The existence these muscular fibres was communicated 
this Society November, 1827, and published Vol. page 
263, the Transactions, new series. The paragraph follows: 
“There cannot doubt that the two pairs muscles which sup- 
port the feet, and serve their alternate action give the animal 
locomotion, are entirely distinct from the great anterior and posterior 
muscles, which seem but serve the purpose closing the valves 
opened the elasticity the ligament. The cicatrices the mus- 
cles the foot, anteriorly, are placed under the great cica- 
trix; posteriorly, over the great posterior cicatrix, and are sometimes 
confluent with the great cicatrices, sometimes entirely distinct from 
them.” 

Again, Prof. Agassiz states that impressions exist, produced 
the gills, the palpi, and the dorsal gland.” were noticed 
the same time “another set (dorsal) attaching muscles 
which seemed have escaped attention.” They are mentioned 
making impressions (cicatrices) the cavity the valve be- 
neath the beak.” They are stated the mantle, bran- 
&c. regard the observation Prof. Agassiz, that “these 
impressions some species are confluent, others more less dis- 
tinct,” was, when first observed this anatomical structure, 
much impressed with its importance, that used descriptions 
the species made known that paper, and have, believe, used 


every one the several hundred new species since published 
me. 

subsequent paper, which read before this Society March, 
1829, and which the Society did the favour have published 
its Transactions, Vol. III., new series, page 414, paragraph 
Muscular Impressions.” their importance, and stated 
that they “should always have our attention examining speci- 
men.” And further, stated that “it should understood that the 
animals this family always possess two pairs muscles, used for 
locomotion, and placed near contact with the two adductor mus- 
cles, used solely for closing the valves. the anterior margin these 
are generally separate; the posterior, more generally confluent; 
but the same species sometimes find individuals presenting two, 
sometimes three, and sometimes four cicatrices, besides those the 
cavity the beaks; and this depends, great measure, the 
thickness the shell. the species ponderous, often find the 
posterior muscle the foot attached the inside the lamellar 
tooth, near its termination; thin, although the same spe- 
cies, will found generally confluent, near the great poste- 
rior muscle. The cicatrices made the superior part the mantle 
ponderous shells, generally will found the under part the 
cardinal tooth. thin shells these cicatrices will found the 
cavity the beaks, generally traversing oblique direction.” 
Again paper read May 1830, Vol. page 67, note 
avicularis, mention having that the extensor 
muscle the foot attached the internal base the cardinal 
tooth, and there forms remarkable cicatrix,” &c. subsequent 
paper, when describing Unio Browianus mention that 
the “cicatrix the muscle placed over that the ante- 
rior adductor muscle.” 

other “new characters,” Prof. Agassiz states, that “in some 
the Naiades, the posterior portion the gills only found dis- 
tended with eggs the breeding season; others the whole gill 
paper read this Society July, 1837, and 
published Vol. VI. Transactions, page 48, new series, 
tioned, that the oviducts would present the means 
discrimination some the species, having found them 
very different the Unio irroratus, attention had been particu- 
larly addressed these organs, the few and small species our 
vicinity.” this paper gave figures four species, displaying the 
position the oviducts, two them, the Unio ochraceus and the Unio 
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cariosus, having the posterior portion them charged with eggs, 
while the whole length the had oviducts charged the 
other two, the Anodonta fluviatilis and Anodonta undulata. the 
text, stated that species having certain distinctions, oviducts 
will found placed the posterior portion the 

regard the stated that they were not, like the 
Uniones, figured, with the posterior portion the charged 
with eggs, but that they presented even mass from the anterior 
the posterior some specimens Anodonta Fe- 
russaciana being examined, stated that “the whole lobe the su- 
perior were found “charged with ova.” The period 
gestation was considered very important, and many obser- 
vations were made, which may found papers, particularly 
those July 15, 1836, and February 19, 1841. 

Prof. Agassiz announces that “the Unio and Unia fragilis, 
usually considered separate species,” are not distinct. pointed this 
out synopsis, June, 1838, Vol. VI. Transactions, new 
series, page 121. 

Prof. Agassiz must have overlooked these observations published 
long since, but deem due myself make this reclamation.* 


Pending nominations, from Nos, 242 248, and new nomi- 
nations, from Nos. 250 255, were read. 

The Clerk read the proceedings special meeting the 
Officers and Council held the 14th inst. 


accordance with the resolution the Officers and Coun- 
cil, amendment the By-laws was proposed. 


only due Poli and Pfeiffer, say that they had both observed 
and figured the muscles the foot under the term the ‘‘muscles the 
When wrote early papers, where the anatomy and physio- 
logy the Natades were partially given, was not acquainted with the ex- 
cellent works these able and distinguished zoolegists. believe that 
copy their works had then reached this country. The great work 
Poli perhaps unequalled its accuracy and magnificence. 
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Stated Meeting, April 


Present, twenty members. 


Mr. Lea was called the Chair. 


Letters were 

From and Svanberg (without date), announcing 
the death their late father, Professor Jo’ns Svanberg, 
member this Society, who died Upsal the 15th Janu- 
ary, the year his age:— 

From Mr. Townsend Ward, dated Philadelphia, April, 
1851, asking permission, hehalf the Historical Society 
Philadelphia, have copy painted the portrait the 
Rev. John Heckewelder, which possession this Society: 
and— 

From Totten, dated Manzanilla Island, Sth February, 
1851, acknowledging the receipt notice his election 
member this Society. 

The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXI. No. 
March, 1851. Philadelphia. the Institute. 

The Pennsylvania Journal Prison Discipline and Philanthropy. 
Vol. VI. 1851. Philadelphia. the 
Philadelphia Prison 

The American Journal the Medical Sciences. No. XLII. New 
Series. April, 1851. Philadelphia. Dr. Isaac 
Hays, Editor. 

The Medical News and IX. No. 1851. 
Philadelphia, 8vo.—From Blanchard Lea. 

The Harmony Interests: Agricultural, Manufacturing and Com- 
mercial. Henry Carey. Philadelphia, 1851. 8vo.—From 
the Author. 

The Agricultural, Manufacturing, Commercial and Finan- 
cial, the opening the Year 1851. Henry Carey. 
Philadelphia. the same. 

Annual Reports the Trustees the Astor Library the City 
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New York, made the Legislature, Jan. 29, 1850, and Feb. 
1851. Albany. Joseph Cogswell, Esq. 

Alphabetical Index the Astor Library, Catalogue, with short 
Titles, the Books now collected, and the proposed acces- 
sions, submitted the Trustees the Library for their ap- 
proval, January, 1851. New York. the same. 

Report Professor Alexander Dallas Bache, Superintendent the 
Coast Survey, showing the progress that work for the 
year ending Oct. 1850. Washington. Charles 
Trego. 

Romance the Sea Serpent the Also Col- 
lection the Ancient and Modern Authorities, with Letters from 
distinguished Merchants and Men Science. Cambridge, Mass. 
1849.—From Eugene Batchelder. 

Memorial the Congress the United States, requesting Investi- 
gation and Legislation relation the New Method Refining 
Gold, Prof. M‘Culloh, the College New Jersey, late 
8vo.— From unknown Donor. 


Dr. Franklin Bache announced the decease the Rev. Sa- 


muel Jarvis, member this Society, who died Middle- 
town, Conn., the 26th March, 1851, the 65th year his 


age. 

Dr. Franklin Bache having taken the Chair, Mr. Lea made 
the following communication the great size certain 
Naiades from the neighbourhood Cincinnati:— 


the 21st June last, made communication the Society 
regarding the great size and weight which some the 
attained the waters the valley the Ohio. some means 
the manuscript was mislaid, and single species only appeared 
the record the minutes and the printed Proceedings. 

The specimens noticed that communication were much the 
largest which had been before observed, and deem sufficient 
importance now request their insertion. 

physiological point view, interesting know the ex- 
tent which the secreting powers the animal may extend cer- 
tain species, under different circumstances, and how large quantity 
carbonate lime may deposited the base membrane, ex- 
plained Dr. Carpenter his paper the mode secretion 
different genera species the molluscs. Some the specimens 

VOL. 
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lime both valves equal twenty times the weight the included 
soft parts the animal. The secreting and depositing power here 
exceedingly large extent. 

These weights and measurements give also the facts which de- 
termine the power development the same species different 
localities, more less favourable vital energy, adult specimens 
are found some places where their weight would not one-tenth 
some the specimens among those noted the table. 

geological point view, the facts are some importance. 
find the loamy deposits the banks some the western 
streams, large quantities the existing species the vicinity. 
These beds are sometimes found contain, the height eighty 
feet above high water mark, the same species which exist streams 
cutting the neighbouring banks; and they must have lived there ages 
before, ere the streams had cut their channels nearly deep they 
are present.* all such cases, would well note whether 
any and what differences there may between the same species re- 
corded the bluffs, and those still living the stream below. 

The weights and measurements the following species are taken 


from specimens own cabinet, without the soft part the ani- 
mal being included. 


Diameter. Length. Breadth. 
No. Inches. Inches. Inches. 


Unio multiplicatus, 
Unio crassidens, 

Unio crassus, 

Margaritana complanata, 
Unio pustulosus, 

Unio undulatus, 

Unio alatus, 

Margaritana undulata, 
Unio tuberculatus, 
10. Unio verrucosus, 

11. Unio lacrymosus, 

12. Unio obliquus, 

13. Unio rectus, 

14. Unio rubiginosus, 


owe Mr. Coleman Sellers the possession several species found 
him near New Harmony, where they covered space half acre, the 
height eighty feet. 
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the cabinet Mr. Joseph Clark, Cincinnati, found the fol- 
lowing species enormous weights. They were found him 
that vicinity, where mine were also procured. 


Unio crassus, 

Unio crassidens, 

Unio tuberculatus, 

Unio securis, 

Unio rectus, 

Margaritana complanta, 


Pfeiffer’s heaviest weight given, the European species, oz. 
gnt 
apothecaries’ weight, the Unio sinuata” (margaritifera), which 

equal avoirdupois, the weight used above. 


The Society then proceeded consider the proposed altera- 
tion the Laws, when, motion, Chapter VIII. Sect. 7th, 
the Laws the Society, was amended read fol- 

shall receive annual salary six hundred dollars, from 


the treasury the Society.” 


Pending nominations, from Nos. 242 255, were read. 

motion, permission was granted the Historical Society 
Pennsylvania, have copy the portrait Mr. Hecke- 
welder the possession this Society, painted under the su- 
perintendence the Librarian. 


Stated Meeting, 18. 


Present, thirty-one members. 


Dr. President, the Chair. 


Dr. Wetherill, recently elected member this So- 
ciety, was presented and took his seat. 

Letters were read:— 

From Joseph Farnum, dated London, March 21, 1851, 
acknowledging the receipt notice his election member 
this 
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From Dr. Consul Leipsic, dated Leip- 
sic, March 18, 1851, announcing the transmission donation 
the Library this Society. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Proceedings the Royal Institution Great Britain, from January 
March 1851. the Royal Institution. 

Memoirs the American Academy Arts and Sciences. New Se- 
ries. Part Cambridge and Boston, 
From the Academy. 

Proceedings the American Academy Arts and Sciences. Vol. 
II. Pages 161 232 inclusive. 8vo.—From the same. 

Smithsonian Contributions Knowledge. Vol. Art. 
scopical Examination Soundings made the Coast Sur- 
vey, off the Atlantic Coast the United States. Prof. 
Bailey, Military Academy, West Point. 4to.—From the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Proceedings the New Jersey Historical Society. Voi. No. 
1851. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Flora Batava, Afbeelding van Nederlandsche Ge- 
wassen; door Jan Kops Van der 
164. Amsterdam. 4to.—From his Majesty, the King the 
Netherlands. 

Diccionario Hispano-Chileno Chileno-Hispano, compuesto por 
12mo.—From Lieut. Gilliss, Navy. 

Gramatica lengua Chilena, escrita por Padre Mi- 
From the same. 

Indenture Agreement, July 1760, between Lord Baltimore and 
Thomas and Richard Penn, Esquires, settling the limits and 
boundaries Maryland, Pennsylvania, and the three lower coun- 
ties Newcastle, Kent and Sussex, Delaware. 
1851. Edward Ingraham, Esq. 

Special Anatomy the Gasteropoda the United States. Jo- 
seph Leidy, M.D. Philadelphia. 1850. the Au- 
thor. 

The Plough, the Loom, and the Anvil. Vol. 
1851. Philadelphia. the Editor. 
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Mr. Trego announced the death Prof. Oersted, 
member this Society, who died Copenhagen the 9th 
March, 1851, the 74th year his age. 

Prof. Frazer briefly spoke the scientific labours Prof. 
Oersted. 

Mr. Franklin Peale presented for the inspection the mem- 
bers, gold piece the value $50, coined California, 
Mr. Humbert, Assayer San Francisco. also ex- 
hibited several the new three cent pieces, coined the 
mint this city, pursuant recent Act 

Dr. Emerson mentioned the Society, the passage re- 
cent Act the Legislature Pennsylvania, for the registra- 
tion births, marriages and deaths, the State, distinguish- 
ing between those the white and black inhabitants. 

Mr. Justice exhibited specimen the new preparation 
flax Mr. Clausen. 

Mr. Fraley made some observations upon specimens pre- 
pared flax, made some fifteen years ago, New Hope, Pa., 
and stated that had seen about the year 1822, some speci- 
mens prepared without water-rotting, mill Manayunk, 
the property Mr. Alexander Wilson, for the purpose ma- 
and that Commodore Barron had about the same 
time invented machine for the same purpose. 

The stated business the evening, the balloting for candi- 
dates for membership was then proceeded with; all other busi- 
ness having been finished, the ballot boxes were opened, and 
the following gentlemen were declared duly elected members 
the Society 

Rev. Henry Boarpman, Philadelphia. 

Dr. Caspar do. 

Dr. do. 

Isaac Esq. do. 

Perer Esq. do. 

Dr. do. 

Dr. do. 

do. 

do. 


’ 
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Prof. Naval Academy. 
Prof. Francesco Cav. Padua. 


Stated Meeting, May 
Present, twenty-three members. 


Dr. Bacue, Vice-President, the Chair. 


Dr. Thomas Kirkbride, Dr. Caspar Morris, Dr. William 
Pepper, Mr. Jacob Morris, Mr. Stephen Colwell, and Rev. 
Dr. Boardman, recently elected members, were presented and 
took their seats. 

Letters were 

From Isaac Hazlehurst, dated Philadelphia, April 19; Rev. 
Henry Boardman, dated Philadelphia, April 21; Dr. Joseph 


Pancoast, dated Philadelphia, April 22; William Chauvenet, 
dated Annapolis, Md. April 22; Dr. Thomas Mutter, dated 
Philadelphia, April 24; and Robert Patterson, dated Philadel- 
phia, April 26, respectively acknowledging the receipt no- 
tice their election members this Society 

From the Royal Society Sciences dated 
9th February, 1851, acknowledging the receipt Nos. and 
the Proceedings this Society :—and 

From the Literary and Philosophical Society Manchester, 
dated Society’s Rooms, George street, April 8th, 1851, ac- 
knowledging the receipt the Proceedings this Society. 

The following donations were announced 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


From the Asiatic Society Paris. 

Annales des Mines. ‘Tome XVIII. Livraisons 1850. Paris. 
8vo.—From the Engineers Ecole des Mines. 

Quarterly Journal the Geological Society. No. 18. May 1849. 
London. previously received).—From the Society. 
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Abhandlungen der Gesellschaft der Wissenchaften 
Band. fiir 1848—50. 1850. 4to.— 
From the Royal Sciences 

Nachrichten von der Georg-Augusts-Universitat, und der 
Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften Vom Jahre 1850. 
Nos. 8vo.—From the same. 

Annals the Lyceum Natural History New York. Vol. 
No. April, the Lyceum. 

Proceedings the Boston Society Natural History. Vol. III. 
(From page 337 end Volume, with Title-page and Index 
Vol. Boston. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Memorials Columbus: Read the Maryland Historical Society, 
Robert Dodge, April 1851. Baltimore. the 
Society. 

The African Repository. Vol. April, 
ington. the American Colonization Society. 

Proceedings the Royal Institution Great Britain. No. March 
21,1851. London. the Institution. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Series. Vol. XXI. No. 
April, 8vo.—From the Institute. 

Uranus: Synchronistisch geordnete Ephemeride aller Himmelser- 
scheinungen des Jahres 1850; and Quartale; und Se- 
mester, 1851. Herausgegeben von der Sternwarte 
Breslau. Breslau. 8vo.—From Professor Boguslawski. 

Astronomisches oder versuch einer al- 
phabetisch geordneten der vornehmsten Begriffe und 
der Astronomie, &c. Von Dr. Joseph Emil 
berger. Parts 19, inclusive, completing the work. 

Congratulatory Address Dr. Niirnberger his Fiftieth Anniver- 
Transcribed Dr. for the Society. MSS. 
From the same. 

Proposal establish and maintain One Uniform System 
Weights, Measures and Coins, among all Civilized and Commer- 
cial Nations. Peter Browne, LL.D., Philadelphia. New 
York, the Author. 

Ephémérides des Mouvemens Célestes pour Méridien Paris. 
Tome contenant les dix années 1775 


» 
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Ephemerides Anno Virginei Partus, 1500. (No 
From the same. 

Catalogue the Subscription Library Kingston upon Hull, esta- 
blished December, 1775. Liverpool, the 
same. 

By-laws the Pennsylvania State Lunatic Hospital Harrisburg, 
with the Acts the Legislature establishing the 
burg, Charles Trego. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. May, 1851. 
Philadelphia. Blanchard Lea. 

United States Exploring Expedition, during the Years 1838, 1839, 
1840, 1842, under the Command Charles Wilkes, 
Vol. XI. Meteorology, Charles Wilkes, 
Philadelphia, the Author. 

The American Journal Science and Arts. Second Series. No. 33. 
May, 1851. New Haven. 8vo.—From Profs. Silliman and 
Dana, Editors. 


Mr. Bois exhibited number specimens metallic 
currency, for the inspection the members. 


Silver coin the caliph, Haroun Alraschid, renowned Ara- 
bian history and romance. This well preserved and rare specimen 
was lately presented the Mint collection, John Brown, 
drogoman the United States Embassy bears 
effigy the caliph, picture any kind, owing rigid con- 
struction, the Mussulmans, the second Mosaic commandment, 
which they abstain from the likeness any thing,” for 
any purpose. Instead such emblems, the coin covered both 
sides with Arabic inscriptions, chiefly texts from the Koran, with 
fanciful, dashing script, peculiar the Mohammedan coins that day. 
one side read the There God but one God, 
whom there Fellow.” And around the name 
God, this dirhem was coined the City Peace (Bagdad), the 
year 188,” that is, 803 the Christian era. 

the reverse, the central inscription Mohammed the 
messenger God.” Around this the legend, Mohammed the 
messenger God, whom sent the director the true religion, 
that might elevate above all religions, however much the Asso- 
ciators should displeased The term Associators was ap- 
plied Mahomed the Christians, respect the doctrine the 
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Trinity, and probably, also, the divine honours paid the Virgin 
Mary the Greek Catholic church, which was neighbour. 

The occasion this peculiar feature Arabian coinage (Cufic 
coinage called numismatists) detailed Arabian writers, 
and here gathered from Marsden, his Numismata Orientalia. 

Until the year the 76, 695, the Mahomedan 
empire had coinage its own, relying upon what was already 
current the country, especially the Greek-Roman issue, from 
Constantinople. But the caliph Abdalmalek having adhered the 
practice commencing his epistles the Roman Emperor with the 
There but one God, and Mohammed his prophet” 
—the latter took offence what appeared him insult, least 
disparagement the faith professed, and threatened retaliate, 
introducing inscriptions upon the coinage which would not 
agreeable the professors Islamism. ‘The effect this unwise 
controversy was such might have been expected. The caliph 
took measures for establishing orthodox mint his own, and 

should added, that the denomination this coin, dirhem, 
change the ancient Greek word drachm. average value 
the Arabic dirhem was about twelve cents. The silver appears 

The coin yet scarcely known this country, and very 
rare even Europe, especially such fine preservation: yet 
remarkable that two such pieces have been dug years 
different places England, where they were probably carried re- 
turning crusaders. 

Specimens private mintage California, ten and five dollar 
pieces. They closely resemble the national coin, pro- 
perly considered with this remarkable feature, however, 
that they are nearly quite equal the genuine issue value. 
the idea counterfeiting seems almost necessarily include that 
debasement, fraud, this unique characteristic renders the pieces 
highly interesting. ‘The difference the market price gold bullion 
San Francisco and Philadelphia, the easy solution the cir- 
cumstance. 

Three varieties gold rings, made the interior Africa 
from the gold that country. The largest them only no- 
and that account its massiveness, being worth about 110 
smallest has value only cents. They are un- 
derstood serve the double purpose ornament and currency; but 
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the large one must have been crown jewel, rather than veritable 
pendant for the ear nose. 


motion, the use the Hall was tendered the Associa- 
tion Medical Superintendents Hospitals and Asylums for 
the Insane, for the purpose holding their proposed meetings. 


Stated Meeting, May 16. 
Present, fifteen members. 
Vice-President, the Chair. 


Mr. Robert Patterson, recently elected member, was pre- 
sented, and took his seat. 

Letters were read:— 

From Dr. William Shippen, dated Philadelphia, 15th May, 
1851, acknowledging the receipt notice his election 
member this Society, and declining the acceptance thereof: 
and— 

From the Cambridge Philosophical Society, dated Cam- 
bridge, Ist January, 1851, announcing the transmission 
their Transactions, Vol. Part donation this So- 
ciety. 

The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Philosophical Transactions the Royal Society London, for the 
Year 1850. Part 1850. the Royal 
Society. 

List the Council and Fellows the Royal Society, Nov. 30, 1850. 
4to.— From the same. 

Astronomical, and Magnetical and Meteorological Observations, made 
the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, the Year 1849, under 
the direction George Biddell Airy, Esq., M.A., Astronomer 
Royal. London, 1850. 4to.—From the same. 

Results Observations made the Rev. Fearon Fallowes, the 
Royal Observatory, Cape Good Hope, the Years 1829, 
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1830, 1831. Reduced under the Superintendence Airy, 
Astronomer Royal. London, 1849. 4to.—From the same. 

Observations Days Unusual Magnetic Disturbance, made the 
British Colonial Magnetic Observatories, under the Departments 
Ordnance and Admiralty. Printed the British Government, 
under the Superintendence Lieut. Col. Edward Sabine, the 
Royal Artillery. Vol. Part 1842, 1843, 1844. London, 
1851. 4to.—From the British Government, through Col. Sabine. 

Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. XI. No. 
Feb. 15, 1851. London. the Society. 

Transactions the Cambridge Philosophical Society. Vol. IX. 
Part Cambridge, 1851. the Society. 

Observations des Périodiques. 1849. Bruxelles. 4to. 
From Quetelet. 

vaux Royal pendant 1849. Par 
Directeur Quetelet.—From the same. 

Fourth Annual Report the Regents the University New York, 
the Condition the State Cabinet Natural History, and the 
Historical and Antiquarian Collection annexed thereto. Made 
the Senate, January 14,1851. Albany. 8vo.—From the Re- 
gents the University New York. 

Address delivered before the Rhode Island Historical Society, 
the evening February 19, 1851. Elisha Potter, Mem- 
ber the Society. Providence, 1851. 8vo.—From the Author. 

Papers Practical Engineering: Published the Engineer Depart- 
ment, for the use the Officers the Corps Engineers. 
No. Analytical Investigation the Resistance Piles 
Superincumbent Pressure, deduced from the force Driving; 
with application the formula the foundations Fort 
Montgomery, Rouse’s Point, Brevet Lieut. Col. James 
Mason, Capt. Engineers. Washington, 1850. 
From Gen. Totten, Engineers. 


Dr. Franklin Bache announced the decease Dr. Samuel 
George Morton, member this Society, who died this 
city the 15th inst., the 52d year his age, and accom- 
panied the announcement brief notice the la- 
bours the deceased. 

motion, Dr. Horner was appointed prepare obituary 
notice Dr. Morton. 
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motion, the Society resolved attend the funeral Dr. 
Morton. 

Mr. Peale called the attention members small tract 
which had been laid the table the Librarian, Mr. 
Trego, the title page which there was print an- 
cient British Torque collar, and desired them notice the 
striking similarity that existed between and the gold rings, 
African manufacture, exhibited the last meeting the 
Society Mr. Bois, assistant assayer the Mint, 
United States. 


The pamphlet states that the collar (of which plate given 
the title page) made brass, and that they have been found made 
gold and bronze. 

The African rings are native manufacture, and twisted through- 
out nearly their entire length, leaving only small part each end 
plain and round, exhibiting similitude which not identical, only 
the fact that the African rings are not bent into hooks each ex- 
tremity, that British manufacture. 

Mr. Peale adverted the singular circumstance such identity 
form, rings made parts the earth widely separated, and 
periods time remote that the ancient British and modern 
Africans; and stated that had seen gold bracelet East Indian 
manufacture, which was similar construction, far twisted 
strands metal would present the same general form. 


Pending nominations, from Nos. 256 259, and new nomi- 
nation, No. 260, were read. 


Stated Meeting, June 20. 
Present, seventeen members. 
Dr. Parrerson, President, the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 

From Peter M‘Call, dated Fourth street, 19th June, 1851, 
acknowledging the receipt notice his election mem- 
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From the Society Antiquaries, dated Somerset House, 
28th March, 1851, acknowledging the receipt the Proceed- 
ings this Society, No. 45. 

From the Royal Society Cornwall, dated 
Penzance, 6th May, 1851, announcing the transmission 
donation this Society, and acknowledging the receipt the 
Transactions and Proceedings this 

From the First Class the Royal Institute Sciences, 
Belles-Lettres and Arts, the Netherlands, dated Amster- 
dam, 31st October, 1850, announcing donation this So- 

From the Batavian Society Sciences, dated Haarlem, 24th 
March, 1851, accompanying donation, and acknowledging 
the receipt Vol. Part I., the Transactions this So- 
ciety: and— 

From Isaac Remington, M.D., Secretary the Medical So- 
ciety the State Pennsylvania, enclosing copy vote 
thanks this Society, for the use the Hall the late ses- 
sion the State Medical Society. 


The following donations were announced 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Verhandelingen der Eerste van het Koninklijk-Nederlandsche 


Instituut van Wetenschappen, Letterkunde, Schoone 


Amsterdam. Derde Reeks. Deel and Amsterdam, 1850. 
the Royal Netherlands Institute Sciences, Belles 
Lettres and Arts. 

Tijdschrift voor Wis-en Natuurkundige Wetenschappen, uitge- 
geven door Eerste Klasse van het Koninklijk-Nederlandsche 
Instituut van Wetenschappen, Letterkunde, Schoone Kunsten. 
Derde Deel. Aflevering and Amsterdam, 
From the same. 

Jaarboek van het Koninklijk-Nederlandsche Instituut van 
schappen, Letterkunde Schoone Kunsten, voor 
sterdam. the same. 

Natuurkundige Verhandelingen van Hollandsch Maatschappij der 
Wetenschappen Haarlem. Verzameling. VII. Deel. 
Leiden, 1851. 4to.—From the Batavian Society Sciences 
Haarlem. 
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Paris. the Geographical Society Paris. 

Annales des Mines. Série. Tome livraison 
1850. Paris. the Engineers the Ecole des 
Mines. 

Recherches sur Porphyre Rouge Antique, sur Syenite Rose 
d’Egypte. Mémoire sur Constitution Minéralogique Chi- 
mique des Roches des Vosges. Par Delesse, Ingénieur 
des Mines. 1850. the Author. 

Proceedings the Royal Institution Great Britain, March 
May London. the Institution. 

Monthly Notices the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. XI. No. 
March 14, 1851. London. the Society. 

Quarterly Journal the Chemical Society. Vol. 1V. No. 13. April 
London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Quarterly Journal the Geological Society. Vol. VII. No. 25. 
Feb. 1851. London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Proceedings the Royal Irish Academy. Dublin, 1850. 
the Academy. 

Transactions the Royal Geological Society Cornwall. Vol. VI. 
Penzance, the Society. 

Royal Geological Society Cornwall. Thirty-fifth, 
Thirty-sixth, and Thirty-seventh Annual Reports the Council, 
with the President’s Address, and Papers and Notices read the 
Society. Penzance, 1847, 9,50. the same. 

Proceedings the American Association for the Advancement 
Science. Fourth Meeting, held New Haven, August, 1850. 
Washington and New York. 8vo.—From the Association. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXVII. No. May, 1851. Wash- 
ington. the American Colonization Society. 

Journal the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXI. Nos. 
and May and June, 1851. Philadelphia. the 
Institute. 

Cartas para servir introduction Historia Primitiva las Na- 
ciones Civilizadas America Setentrional. Por Abate Don 
Carlos Brasseur Bourbourg, miembro Sociedad Mexi- 
cana Geografia Estadistica, &c. Mexico, 1851. 8vo.—From 
the Author. 

Production Vital Force: Discourse delivered before the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society, their Annual Meeting, May 30, 1849. 
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Edward Jarvis, M.D., Fellow the Society. Boston, 1849. 
the Author. 

the Comparative Liability Males and Females and 
their Comparative Curability and Mortality when 
Edward Jarvis, M.D., Dorchester, Mass. Utica, 1850. 8vo. 
From the same. 

Collection Pamphlets, number, relating the Public Insti- 
tutions, Finances, Education and Statistics the State Massa- 
chusetts, the City Boston, and the Town Dorchester.—From 
Dr. Edward Jarvis. 

Questionum Liber. Quo novam Hippocratis editionem 
indicit Auctor Justus Florianus Lobeck primus. 
Regimontii Prussorum. 1850. 8vo.—From the Author. 

Historical and Statistical Information respecting the History, Condi- 
tion and Prospects the Indian Tribes the United States: col- 
lected and prepared under the direction the Bureau Indian 
Affairs, per Act Congress March Henry 
Schoolcraft, LL.D. Published authority Congress. Part 
Philadelphia, 1851. 4to.—From Lea, Commissioner 
Indian Affairs. 


Key the Indian Language New England, the Etchemin 
Passamaquoddy Language, spoken Maine, and St. John’s, New 
Brunswick. Joseph Barratt, M.D. Middletown, Conn. 
the Author. 


Contributions Conchology, No. with Catalogue the Land 
Shells which inhabit Jamaica. Adams, Professor 
Zoology Amherst College, Mass. April, 
the Author. 

The Medical News and No. 102. June, 
Philadelphia. Blanchard Lea. 

The Plough, the Loom, and the Anvil. Vol. and 12. 
May and June, 1851. Philadelphia. the Editor. 

Reports the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, for the Years 
1846, 9,50. Thomas Kirkbride, Physician the 
Institution. Philadelphia, the Author. 

First Annual Report the President and Directors the Bellefon- 
taine and Indiana Rail Road Company; with Statement the 
Treasurer, and Report the Chief Engineer, January, 1851. 
Cleveland, Ohio. Milnor Roberts, Esq., Chief 
Engineer. 

The Documentary History the State New York; arranged un- 
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der the direction the Hon. Christopher Morgan, Secretary 
State. M.D. Vol. Albany, 1850. 
From the Regents the University the State New 
York. 

Sixty-fourth Annual Report the Regents the University the 
State New York. Made the Legislature, March 1851. 
Albany. the same. 


Professor Frazer announced the death Joel Reynolds, 
member this Society, who died the 16th May last, 
the 25th year his age. death was occasioned the 
explosion steam boiler. Prof described the 
stances the melancholy and accompanied the an- 
nouncement with notice the scientific pursuits and merits 
the deceased. 

Mr. Justice announced the death Mr. Wm. Hembel, 
member this Society, who died the 12th the present 
month, the 88th year his age. 

The following letter from Ur. Locke, the subject 
new method recording time and astronomical observations 
the register electro-magnetic telegraph, was read, and 
specimen the work shown. 


Cincinnati, June 3d, 1851. 
the American Philosophical Society. 


Although have for some time ceased correspond with your 
learned institution, yet have not ceased labour small way 
for the advancement those objects which are interesting all 
us. lately been engaged polishing chronographic 
invention 1848, especially regards cylindrical registering as- 
tronomical observations, with reference local fixed observatory 
operations. announced last autumn, the National Intelligencer, 
method regulating the cylinder the equatorial clock, 
means electro-magnetic power derived from the sideral clock, and 
acting aid this means the cylinder clock, ad- 
justed rate perceptibly too slow, receives supplementary power 
consecutive impulses, equalized intermediate spring, and 
resulting measured motion great uniformity. During the win- 
ter devised new mode working the electro-telegraphic register- 
ing upon the cylinder. This best understood adverting 
the Morse register, which the fillet paper passes snugly over 
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roller, with narrow groove corresponding the poiut the reci- 
procating stile pen operating the outside. This groove enables 
the pen indent and crease the paper, pushing downward with- 
out resistance. indentations, thus made, were some extent 
indefinite and rather illegible, unless when the light received tan- 
and were always liable become obscure obliterated 
pressure and long keeping. 

registering upon sheet paper enveloping revolving cylin- 
der, this use groove impracticabie; and the paper lying 
hard surface could with difficulty marked dot indentation. 
substitute for the groove, have interposed covering velvet, 
the like substance, between the paper and the solid cylinder, and 
thus enabled mark sharp needle punctures, manner, 
think, scarcely needing further attempts improvement. 

enclose you specimen cut from sheet two feet square, and 
containing the work four hours. ‘This specimen zone belt, 
including the circumference the cylinder, which revolves once per 
minute, and receives that time sixty punctures, distant from each 
other about ten millimetres. the sheet cut open and deve- 
loped from the cylinder, presents table having readings inter- 
sections derived from vertical column the left, and 
column the top. the left the column seconds reads from 
60, and the top the headings are hours and minutes. Thus 
appears that observation, puncture intermediate between 
any two seconds, can read easily the developed sheet 
the cylinder. The successive spirals revolutions minutes return 
very close each other (24 millimetres one-tenth inch), and 
the uniformity motion the cylinder most severely tested 
the lines which the returning punctures make more less parallel 
the cylinder’s axis. This sample was produced without the magnetic 
regulator, the cylinder running with free flying motion. re- 
markable, that with this flowing motion should enabled gene- 
rate helix 500 feet long, and arrive final predicted point within 
five millimetres two-tenths inch; or, other words, after 
four hours work, which 14,400 punctures had been made, the 
lines returning dots had point departed half second from 
line parallel the axis the cylinder. The several spaces repre- 
senting the seconds, differ from the 60th part the circumference 
the not more than part. 
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Means which this Uniformity Continuous Motion has been 
attained. 


Screw axes for progressive motion, generate spiral, have 
been rejected. 

The progressive motion made the registering head bearing 
the magnet and stile, puncturing pen, and travelling rails like 
the bars turning lathe. 

The progressive motion this registering head not derived 
from the rotation the cylinder, but that head moved independently 
means little clock being attached cord the 
same. 

The puncturing pen acts perpendicularly the surface the 
cylinder, and having joint which yields the cylinder’s mo- 
tion, offers retarding drag. 

The cylinder is, all respects, left free revolve, and its fric- 
tions, including all its wheels, revolve return, short intervals, 
into themselves. Incidentally this punctured sheet, being inter- 
posed between the eye and candle, and moved rapidly curves 
and waves, exhibits lines curiously figured manner, showing the 
candle flame screw, sometimes right handed and sometimes left 
handed, &c. 

Very respectfully yours, 
JOHN LOCKE. 


Mr. Justice laid upon the table for inspection, two daguerreo- 
types the moon, taken Mr. Whipple, Boston, through 
the refracting telescope the Cambridge Observatory; one 
representing its first quarter, the other when nearly 
the full. 


mentioned, that those acquainted with the different localities 
the moon’s surface, the accuracy the pictures highly gratify- 
ing when placed the direct rays the sun, and viewed through 
magnifying lens. Hitherto any attempt portray the scenery 
the moon drawings, has been entirely unsatisfactory conveying 
true impression its diversified appearance through telescope; 
but now hoped, from the constant improvement the art da- 
guerreotyping, that enlarged picture the moon’s may 
obtained, from which engraved maps might made, that the se- 
lenography our satellite may studied our schools, conjunc- 
tion with the geography our own planet. 


Mr. Trego remarked, that some recent excursions into the 
country different parts south-eastern Pennsylvania, and 
small portion New Jersey, near the Delaware, had afforded 
him opportunity making some observations upon the 
habits the insect commonly called (cicada septende- 
cem), and the extent the region over which their pre- 
sent periodical visitation extends. hoped that from further 
inquiry, and the observations others, the boundaries the 
region visited the locusts this year may approximately 
ascertained. Among other facts noticed him, mentioned 
that the low sandy grounds along the Delaware and Susque- 
hanna rivers appeared almost entirely exempt from the 
visits this insect, while the neighbouring higher and more 
clayey tenacious soils they were abundant. had ob- 
served that the twigs the young chestnut trees appeared 
favourite place the female for the deposit her eggs, 
but that many other forest and fruit trees were also chosen for 
this purpose, not, however, universally the chestnut. 
Pines, and other resinous trees, appeared nearly quite 


exempt from their attacks. 

Prof. Tucker remarked, that had seen the twigs the 
red cedar (juniperus virginiana) affected the punctures 
the female locust. 


Dr. Bridges observed, that reason why the locust avoids 
very sandy soil may probably found the fact, that when 
about emerge from the earth, the insect forms for its passage 
perpendicular cylindrical perforation the soil, which 
ascend and descend pleasure, until finally leaves the 
ground. The inside this tube plastered smoothly with 
clay, which, sandy soil, could not readily effected, and 
the loose sand these perforations would not sufficiently 
firm durable for the purposes the insect. 

Further remarks the subject were made Prof. Frazer, 
Mr. Justice, Dr. Coates, and others. 

Pending nominations, from No. 256 No. 261, inclusive, 
were read. 


